25

MAJELIS ULAMA INDONESIA

WADAH MUSYAWARAH PARA ULAMA ZU'AMA DAN CENDIKIAWAN MUSLIM
Jalan Proklamasi No. 51 Menteng Jakarta Pusat 10320 Telp. 31902666 - 3917853, Fax. 31905266

Website : http//www.mui.or.id E-mail: muipusat@mui.or.id

FATWA
INDONESIAN ULEMA COUNCIL
Number : 40 of 2018 About

USE OF ALCOHOL/ETHANOL FOR MEDICINAL INGREDIENTS

»
-

”~r

Fatwa Commission of the Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI) after:

Considering: a. that the teachings of Islam aim to maintain the safety of religion, soul,

Remembering

intellect, descendants, and property, and therefore, everything that
is beneficial to the achievement of this goal is ordered, encouraged
or allowed to be done, while that which is detrimental to the
achievement of that goal is prohibited or encouraged to be avoided;

. that to achieve this goal, Islam shari'a the maintenance of health and

treatment when sick. However, currently many of the drugs on the
market are not known to be halal;

that currently alcohol/ethanol is widely used as a raw material,
additive, and/or auxiliary ingredient in the production of medicines,
especially liquid drugs whose consumption is by drinking;

. that therefore the question arises, how is the law of using

alcohol/ethanol for the ingredients of medicinal products, especially
liquid drugs;

that therefore it is considered necessary to have a fatwa on the Use
of Alcohol/Ethanol for Medicinal Ingredients to be used as a
guideline.

The Word of Allah SWT; Among others:
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"0 you who believe, indeed, (drinking) khamar, gambling, (sacrificing
to) idols, and casting lots with arrows is rijs and belongs to the deeds
of Satan. Stay away from them, therefore, so that you may benefit."
(QS. Al-Ma'idah (5): 90)
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"0 people, eat what is lawful and better than what is on earth..." (QS Al-
Bagarah: 168).
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".. And do not throw yourselves into destruction...” (QS Al-Baqarah [2]:
195)
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And when I am sick, He is the One who heals me [Qs al-Shu'drad (26):
80].

2. Hadith of the Prophet PBUH; Among others:
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"Be cured, for Allah does not make diseases except for the cure, except
for one disease, which is senile (old)". (HR. Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi,
Nasa'l and Ibn Majah)
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"Indeed, Thariq bin Suwaid al-Ju'fiy RA asked the Prophet PBUH about
Khamr, then the Prophet forbade him to make it. Then he said: I made
it for medicine. Then the Prophet PBUH said: "Actually, (khamar) is
not a medicine, but a disease”. (HR. Muslim)
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"Allah curses (curses) the khamar, its drinkers, its presenters, its
merchants, its buyers, its extortioners, its holders or depositors, its
carriers, and its receivers.” (HR. Ahmad and Thabrani from Ibn Umar,
as in the Book of Musnad Ahmad, vol. 2 page 97, hadith number 5716
and the book al-Mu'jam al-Ausath vol. 8 page 16 hadith number 7816.
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"Everything that is intoxicating is khamar and everything that is

intoxicating is haram. (HR. Muslim and Ibn Umar, as in the Book of
Saheeh Muslim juz 3 page 1587, hadith number 2003).
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"Every intoxicating drink is haram" (HR. Bukhari, as in the book
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saheeh al-Bukhari juz 1 page 95 hadith number 239)
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"Something that if it is intoxicating a lot, then even a little is haram.”
(Narrated by Ahmad, Abu Daud, Tirmidhi, Nasai, Ibn Majah, and Ibn
Hibban. The narrator in the sanad of this Hadith is trustworthy, and
at-Tirmidhi considers him hasan).
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"The Prophet PBUH once made raisin soaks (infusion water) in a bowl,
then he drank it that day and the next day and the next day again. On
the afternoon of the third, if there were any leftovers, he threw them
away." (H.R. Muslim, from Ibn 'Abbas ra)
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"The Prophet PBUH made raisin infusion in the evening, then in the
morning he drank it, then drank it again in the morning and the next
night (the second day). Likewise in the morning and evening of the
next day (the third day) which is on Asr. If there is any leftovers, he
gives them to the helper, or tells him to throw them away” (H.R.
Muslim from Ibn 'Abbas ra)
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"From Abdillah ibn Umar RA from his father from the Prophet PBUH
he said: From wheat can be made khamr, from dates can be made

khamr, from jewawut can be made khamr, from raisins can be made
khamr, and from honey there 15 khamr (HR Ahmad)
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"From Aisha she said: The Prophet PBUH was asked about al-Bit' -
which is the feeling of dates, while the people of Yemen often drank

them, so he said: "Every drink that is intoxicating is haram". (HR.
Muslim and Ahmad)
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3. Rules of
Fighiyyah: . .
Jusil yuad

"Do not harm yourself or others.”
ol J e | 1 g il

"If there is a mixture of halal and haram (substances), then (the law)
which is haram will be won.”
Jyodd

"The harm must be eliminated.”

Al s o o sl ¢

"Preventing mafsadat (damage) takes precedence over taking benefits."

Paying attention : 1. The opinions of the scholars
include:

a. Ibn Abbas's Opinion
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"Ibn Abbas RA. Said: It is forbidden to khamr because of its
substance, and that which is intoxicating from every drink".

According to the provisions of sharia’ khamr, any intoxicating
drink, whether made from grated dates, sugarcane, honey or
others. (al-Majmu')

b. The Opinion of Shaykh Khathib as-Syarbaini in Mughni al-Muhtaj
that the meaning of Rijs is unclean.
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"The word "rijs" in shari'a terminology in general is "unclean”, as
ijma’ scholars tend to think so. Shaykh Abu Hamid al-Ghazali
based (his opinion) on the fact that khamr is unclean based on the
ijma’ of the ulama, and there is even a possibility that it is the ijma’
of the companions.
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It is mentioned in the book al-Majmu' that Imam Rabi'ah, the
teacher of Imam Malik, is of the opinion that khamr is not najis
(holy), and some scholars have expressed the opinion that khamr
is not unclean from al-Hasan and al-Laits. And those who declare
khamr to be unclean reasoned that if khamr is holy, then there is
no doubt, because the drink of paradise must be holy".

c. An opinion in the book al-Majmu' which explains the view on
the impurity of khamr:
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"Khamr is unclean according to our opinion (Shafi'iyyah), Imam
Malik, Imam Abu Hanifah, Inam Ahmad and other scholars, except
for the opinion reported by qadhi Abu Thayyib and others based
on the opinion of Imam Rabi'ah, Imam Malik's teacher, and Imam
Daud adh-Dhohiri who stated that khamar is not unclean (sacred)
even though it is still haram, like poison from plants, such as
intoxicating hashish. And Shaykh Abu Hamid al-Ghazali expressed
the opinion that the impurity of khamar is ijma’" (al-Majmu' Syarh
al-Muhadhab)

d. The opinion of scholars regarding the definition and limitations
of drunkenness is as follOWS'
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"And scholars differ on the limits of intoxication. According to
Imam Abu Hanifah, the limit of drunkenness is the loss of reason so
that he cannot distinguish between heaven and earth and cannot
distinguish between his mother and his wife. According to
Shafi'iyah scholars, the limit of drunkenness is if the drunk person
speaks so chaotically that he cannot be understood and walks
staggeringly. Meanwhile, if the condition is more than that, then
the person has been very drunk”. (al-Ahkam as-Sulthaniyah, Juz 1
p. 462)

e. The opinion of Imam al-Nawawi in the Book of Al-Majmu's about
nabidz, which has not yet become a musker:
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".. As for the second type of raisin marmade, as Iong as the
condition is not excessive and does not turn intoxicating (then it
can be drunk). This is like water that is put in date or raisin seeds,
or honey or the like, so that it becomes a sweet. This second type,
based on ijma’ is sacred, drinkable and sold. Indeed, according to
our madhhab and jumhur, it is permissible to drink it, as long as it
does not turn intoxicating, even if it is more than three days. While
Imam Ahmad ra. of the opinion, it is not permissible (to drink it)
after three days. (Al-Majmu'Syarh al-Muhazzab, vol. 11, p. 565)

f. Imam al-Mawardi's opinion regarding the definition and
limitations of drunkenness is as follows:
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"And scholars differ on the limits of intoxication. According to
Imam Abu Hanifah, the limit of drunkenness is the loss of reason so
that he cannot distinguish between heaven and earth and cannot
distinguish between his mother and his wife. According to
Shafi'iyah scholars, the limit of drunkenness is if the drunk person
speaks so chaotically that he cannot be understood and walks
staggeringly. Meanwhile, if the condition is more than that, then
the person has been very drunk”. (Al-Mawardi, al-Ahkam as-
Sulthaniyah, Juz |, p. 462)

g. Imam al-Syaukani's opinion on the three-day fermentation limit:
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The words (on the third day contained in the hadith text) indicate
that the currant soaking after three days is suspected to be strong
has turned intoxicating, so it is directed
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to stay away from it/not to drink it. (Al-Syaukani, Nail al-Authar,
vol. 3, p, 183)

h. Opinion of Scholars on alcohol:
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".. That the status of unclean or khamr is different among scholars.

And nabiz according to Imam Abu Hanifah is sacred, as is alcohol.
Alcohol is not the same as khamr. European perfumes are not
(only) made of alcohol, but they contain alcohol and also some
other sacred ingredients. So there is no reason for the opinion that
alcohol is unclean, even for those who declare it unclean”
(Fataawa Dar al-Ifta’ al-Mishriyyah, vol. VIII, p. 413)
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"Alcohol is found in many food and beverage ingredients with
varying levels. Alcohol is not a dirty substance, because it is used
as a cleaning agent. and the frequent use of alcohol for medical,
hygiene and other purposes makes the opinion that alcohol
desecrates alcohol something heavy, and that is contrary to the
nash of the Qur'an” (Fatawa Dar al-Ifta’ al-Mishriyyah, vol. VII], p.

413)
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"l have explained in detail the reasons for the difference of opinion
on the impurity of alcohol. Although all scholars agree that alcohol
is haram to drink, in terms of impurity or not, scholars differ in
their opinions, including perfume
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that are mixed with alcohol. With the reason that alcohol is often
used in medicine, hygiene, perfume, and so on, I think it is more
lightening to use the opinion that alcohol is not unclean. That way
alcohol is equated with toxic substances that are harmful. And if
alcohol functions the same as khamr, then in this case the scholars
do not all agree about the impurity of khamr, especially those
made from other than grape juice.” (Athiyyah Shaqar, al-Islam wa
Masyakil al-Hayah, p. 45)

2. MUI Fatwas, including:

a. MUI Fatwa Number 30 of 2013 concerning Drugs and
Treatment. Legal Provisions:

1.

Islam shariates medicine because it is part of the protection
and health care which is part of maintaining Al-Dharuriyat
Al-Kham.

In an effort to find healing, it is mandatory to use treatment
methods that do not violate sharia.

Drugs used for medical purposes must use holy and halal
ingredients.

The use of unclean or haram substances in medicines is
haram.

The use of drugs made from unclean or haram for legal

treatment is haram unless the following conditions are met:

a. used in conditions of compulsion (al-dlarurat), which is a
condition of compulsion that if not carried out can
threaten human life, or a condition of desperation
equivalent to an emergency condition (al-hajat allati
tanzilu manzilah al-dlarurat), which is a condition of
urgency that if not carried out will threaten the
existence of the human soul in the future;

b. no halal and holy ingredients have been found; and

c. There is a recommendation from competent and trusted
paramedics that there is no halal medicine.

The use of drugs made from unclean or haram for illegal
treatment may be carried out on the condition that
purification is carried out.

b. MUI Fatwa Number 11 of 2009 concerning Alcohol Law. Legal
Provisions

1.

2.
3.

4,

Drinking alcoholic beverages as referred to in the general
provisions of the law is haram.

Khamr as referred to in the general provisions is unclean.

Alcohol as referred to in the general provisions derived from
khamr is unclean. While alcohol that does not come from
khamr is not unclean.

Alcoholic beverages are unclean if the alcohol/ethanol
comes from khamr, and alcoholic beverages are not unclean
if the alcohol/ethanol comes from non-khamr.
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5. The use of alcohol/ethanol from the khamr industry for
food, beverage, cosmetics, and medicinal products is haram

6. The use of alcohol/ethanol from the non-starchy industry
(either as a result of chemical synthesis [from
petrochemicals] or as a result of non-starchy fermentation
industry) for the production process of food, beverage,
cosmetics, and medicinal products is legally void, if it is not
medically harmful.

7. The use of alcohol/ethanol from the non-starchy industry
(either as a result of chemical synthesis [from
petrochemicals] or as a result of non-starchy fermentation
industries) for the production process of food, beverages,
cosmetics and medicinal products is haram, if it is medically
harmful.

c. MUI Fatwa No. 10 of 2018 concerning Food and Beverage
Products Containing Alcohol/Ethanol.

d. MUI Fatwa No. 12 of 2018 concerning Cosmetic Products
Containing Alcohol/Ethanol.

3. Explanation from LP POM MUI:

a. Chemically, alcohol is not only made up of ethanol, but also
includes other compounds, such as methanol, propanol, butanol,
and so on. It's just that ethanol (with the chemical formula
C2H50H) is widely used for the production of food products,
medicines and cosmetics. However, ethanol (or ethyl alcohol) in
the trading world is known by the trade name alcohol.

b. Judging from the manufacturing process, ethanol can be
distinguished into ethanol by-products of the yeast industry and
ethanol from the non-yhamr industry (either the result of
chemical synthesis from [petrochemical] or the product of non-
yhamr fermentation industry).

4. Explanation from LP POM MUI in the Joint Team meeting of the
Fatwa Commission and LP POM that the following fruits when left in
a closed container at 29 degrees Celsius for three days have the
following alcohol/ethanol content:

a. on grape juice is 0.76 %,
b. apple notice is 0.32 %,
c. Datesare 0.33% (and in other studies 0.51%).

So from the data of the study, it was concluded that the average
alcohol/ethanol content in fruit juice juice juice for three days was
0.5%.

5. Decree of [jtima' Ulama of the Fatwa Commission of Indonesia VI of
2018 concerning the Use of Alcohol/Ethanol for Medicinal
Ingredients.

6. Opinion of the participants of the plenary meeting of the fatwa
commission of the Indonesian Ulema Council on September 26,
2018.

Fatwa Commission of the Indonesian



Fatwa on the Use of Alcohol/Ethanol for Medicinal Ingredients 11

By trusting in Allah SWT

DECIDE

Stipulates : FATWA ON THE USE OF ALCOHOL/ETHANOL FOR MEDICINAL INGREDIENTS

First : General Terms
In this fatwa, what is meant by:

1.

Drugs are substances or combinations of substances, including
biological products that are used to influence or investigate
physiological systems or pathological states in the context of diagnosis,
prevention, cure, recovery, health improvement and contraception.
(Law No. 36 of 2009 concerning health).

Food is an item that is used as food or drink, excluding medicine.

Khamr is any intoxicating drink, whether from wine or otherwise,
whether cooked or not.

Alcohol is ethyl alcohol or ethanol, a chemical compound with the
formula (C2ZH50H).

Alcoholic beverages are:

a) Beverages containing ethanol or other compounds,
including methanol, acetaldehyde, and ethyl acetate that are
made by fermentation from various types of vegetable raw
materials containing carbohydrates, or

b) Beverages containing ethanol and/or methanol that are
added intentionally.

Second : Legal Provisions

1.

Basically, medical treatment is mandatory to use methods that do not
violate sharia, and the drugs used must use holy and halal medicines.

Liquid medicines are different from drinks. Medicines are used for
medicine while drinks are used for consumption. Thus, the legal validity
is different from drinks.

Liquid or non-liquid medicines derived from khamr are haram.

The use of alcohol/ethanol that does not come from the yeast industry
(either as a result of chemical synthesis [from petrochemicals] or as a
result of non-yeast fermentation industry) for liquid or non-liquid
medicinal materials is legally permissible on the following conditions:

[t is not harmful to health.

There is no abuse.

Safe and dosage-appropriate.

Not used intentionally to make a hangover.

po o
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Third : Recommendations

1. Asking the Government to ensure the availability of holy and halal
medicines as a form of protection for religious beliefs.

2. Business actors and related parties should pay attention to the halal
elements of drugs and not necessarily analogize the use of drugs as an
emergency condition.

3. To know for sure the halalness of medicines must go through halal
certification.

4. LPPOM must make this fatwa a guideline in the implementation of halal
drug certification.

5. LPPOM is asked not to certify halal medicines made from haram and
unclean ingredients.

6. Appealing to the public to always use holy and halal medicines in
medicine.

Fourth: Closing Provisions

1. This fatwa comes into effect on the date set, with the provision that if in
the future it turns out that improvements are needed, it will be
corrected and perfected as appropriate.

2. So that every Muslim and those in need can know it, urge all parties to
disseminate this fatwa.

Established in : Jakarta

On: 16 Muharram 1440 H
September 26, 2018 AM

FATWA COMMISSION
OF THE INDONESIAN ULEMA
COUNCIL
Chairman, Secretary,
Prof. Dr. H. HASANUDDIN AF., MA Dr.HM. ASRORUN NI'AM SHOLEH, MA
Knowing,
Chairman,
’
Prof. Dr. KH. MA’'RUF AMIN Dr. H. ANWAR ABBAS MM.,, M.Ag.
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MUI Fatwa on the Use of
Alcohol/Ethanol in Medicine

1. Key Definitions

e Medicine: Substances used for:
o Diagnosis
o Prevention
o Treatment
o Recovery
o Health improvement

e Khamr:
7 Any intoxicating drink (regardless of source or process)

e Alcohol (Ethanol):
il A chemical compound (C2Hs0H)

¥ May come from:
o Fermentation
o Chemical synthesis
e Alcoholic beverages:
7 Drinks intentionally containing ethanol or intoxicating compounds

8B 2. Core Principle

7 In Islam:

Medical treatment must use halal and pure (tahir) substances whenever possible

© 3. What s Clearly Prohibited

X Medicines derived from khamr (intoxicating drinks) are haram
This applies to:

e Liquid medicines
¢ Non-liquid medicines

7 Because khamr itself is impure and prohibited

/\ 4. Important Distinction

The fatwa emphasizes:

Category Ruling
Alcoholic drinks X Haram
Medicines containing ethanol /\ Depends on source & use

7 Reason:

¢ Drinks - for consumption/pleasure
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e Medicines — for treatment (necessity)

5. When Ethanol is Permissible in Medicine

Ethanol IS ALLOWED if it meets ALL these conditions:

« Source Condition

e Must NOT come from the khamr (alcoholic beverage) industry

e Allowed sources:
o Chemical synthesis (e.g., petrochemical origin)
o Non-khamr fermentation

« Safety Conditions

e Not harmful to health
e Used in safe and correct dosage

« Usage Conditions

e No intention of intoxication
¢ No misuse or abuse
e Notused to cause a “high” or drunken effect

@2 6. Underlying Islamic Principles

Necessity (darurah) in medical treatment

Harm must be avoided

Intent matters (niyyah)

ok Ly Ly

(The J=Y/is permissibility unless proven otherwise)

7. Practical Examples

Permissible:

e Ethanol used as:
o Solvent in medicine
o Preservative
o Disinfectant

o Not from khamr
o Notintoxicating in use
X Not Permissible:
e Medicine derived directly from:

o Wine
o Beer

Ja!
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o Any intoxicating beverage

8. Bottom Line

« Ethanol in medicine is conditionally halal
] But only if:

e [tis not from khamr
e Itis safe and necessary
e [tis notused for intoxication

X Any medicine derived from khamr itself remains haram
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