
RULING ON EATING SQUIRREL AND SQUIRREL MEAT 

Fatwa Commission of the Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI), after : 

Considering: 1. that in the midst of society there are pros and cons of the law 

eating squirrel meat; 

2. that in the development of the food industry, there are ingredients that 

using squirrel meat, so the question arises in 

the community about the law of consuming squirrels; 

3. that in order to answer the above question, the Fatwa Commission of the Assembly 

Indonesian scholars consider it necessary to establish a fatwa on 

The law of consuming squirrel and squirrel meat to be used as a 

as a guideline; 

Remembering: 1. The Word of Allah SWT; Among others: 

a. QS. Al-Maidah: 4 About everything that is good is halal; 
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“They ask you, ˹O Prophet,˺ what is permissible for them ˹to eat˺. Say, “What is good and 
lawful.” (5:4) 
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“permits for them what is lawful and forbids to them what is impure,” (7:157) 
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“O believers! Eat from the good things We have provided for you. And give thanks to Allah if 
you ˹truly˺ worship Him ˹alone˺.” (2:172) 

 

d. QS. Al-Baqarah: 29 about what Allah has created  SWT is for humans: 
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“He is the One Who created everything in the earth for you. Then He turned towards the 
heaven, forming it into seven heavens. And He has ˹perfect˺ knowledge of all things.” (2:29) 

 

e. QS. An-'am: 145 regarding Allah SWT's command to the Prophet 

SAW. to say, that in the revelation that has been 

Accepted there is no confirmation that it is haram except for a few things: 
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“Say, ˹O Prophet,˺ “I do not find in what has been revealed to me anything forbidden to eat 
except carrion, running blood, swine—which is impure—or a sinful offering in the name of 
any other than Allah.” (6:145) 

 

2. The following hadiths of the Prophet PBUH: 
 
a. HR. Muslims regarding what is acceptable to Allah is 
something good as previously commanded to the Apostles:

 
 

From Abu Hurairah ra, he said: The Prophet PBUH said: 

"O people, verily Allah is good who does not 

accept except for the good. Indeed, Allah has 

commanding the believers according to what they have been 

commanded to His messengers". 

 



b. HR. Al-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah and al-Thabarani of Salman al- Pharisees on halal matters: 

 

From Salman al-Farisi, he said: The Prophet PBUH was asked 

About oil of amine, cheese and clothing from wool material 

beast, and he said: "What is lawful 

which is lawful by Allah in His Book, and something that is unlawful 

is what is forbidden by Him in His Book. 

As for something that is not affirmed (halal/haram) 

is included in what is forgiven". (HR. Al-Tirmidhi, Ibn 

Majah and al-Thabarani) 

 

c. HR. Bukhari and Muslim from Abu Tsa'labah ra. About 

Prohibition of eating the meat of wild animals that have fangs: 

 

From Abu Tsa'labah ra.: "Indeed, the Prophet PBUH. 

forbidding to eat any wild animal that has fangs". 

 

d. HR. Muslim from Abnu Abbas ra. About the Prohibition of Eating 

the flesh of wild animals that have fangs, and birds that 

has a grip (strong claws for prey): 



 

From Ibn Abbas ra.: "Indeed, the Prophet PBUH forbade 

eat wild beasts that have fangs, and every bird 

who has a grip". 

 

e. HR. Muslim from Abu Hurairah ra. About its ban 

eating the meat of wild animals that have fangs: 

 

From Abu Hurairah ra. from the Prophet PBUH said: "Every animal 

A beast that has fangs, it is forbidden to eat". 

 

3. Fiqhiyah Rules; Among others: 
 

"The origin of everything is permissible (mubah) until there is evidence that 

show the haram law". 
 
 

"Basically, everything that is beneficial is permissible 

(mubah), and everything that harms is haram". 

 

Observing:  

1.  The opinion of Abdul Malik ibn Abdullah ibn Yusuf al-Juwaini (Imam al- 

Haramain) in Nihayah al-Mathlab Fi Dirayah al-Madzhab, Dar 



al-Minhaj, Print I, Th.2007/1428 H, Volume 18, Pages 209-110 

regarding the halal and haram of the animal is circulated in the Qur'an and 

Sunnah of the Prophet PBUH. 

 

Among some of the policies that are used as references regarding 

Halal and forbidden of something is about thoyyib (good) and 

khabits (bad). Imam Shafi'i made it as the main basis, 

and set it based on the verse: "Say, it has been lawful 

for you, everything that is thoyyib (good)". 

 

2.  Abul Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Habib al-Bashri al-Baghdadi (Al-Mawardi) in Al-Hawi 
al-Kabir of Bahir, Dar al-Kutub al-Scientific, 

Ces. I, Th.1419 H. / 1999 AD, explains three groups of animals related to halal and haram 
laws. 

 

As for land animals, there are two types, living on land and flying. 

The discussion in this chapter covers halal and haram animals 

which is divided into three parts. First, the animal that 

The halal provisions are in the Qur'an or As-Sunnah. 

Second, animals whose prohibitions are in the nash 

Al-Qur'an or As-Sunnah. Third, animals that are regulated 

Its halalness or haram is not determined by the nash of the Qur'an 

or As-Sunnah. In this case, two verses (al-Maidah verse 4 and al 

A'raf verse 157) and the hadith of the Prophet (saw) can be used as a basis 

to determine its halal or illegality. 



The verse in question is in surah al-Maidah verse 4, which 

mentioning that the halal standards of a food/beverage 

It depends on whether Thayyib is Thayyib or not. The second verse is in 

Surah al-A'raf verse 157 which states that it is halal 

food/drink is because of thayyib and vice versa 

Food/drinks are haram because of khabits. 

 

3. Opinion of Abu Umar Yusuf bin Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Abdul 

Bar bin Ashim al Namiri al Qurthuby in the book of al-Istidzkar volume 5 

p. 293: 

"Abu Yusuf was of the opinion of the squirrels, the desert wolf, the samur 

all are wild animals such as wolves and rats". 

 

4. Abdur Rahman ibn Abi Bakr, Jalaluddin Al-Suyuthi in Al-Ashbah wa Al-Nadzair, Bairut, 
Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyah, Cet. I, 

Th.1411 H / 1990 AD, Page 60 explains animals whose halalness and haram are difficult to 
know. 

There are two animals whose halalness and haram are difficult to know 

opinions; A strong opinion between the two opinions is halal 

as said by Ar-Rafi'i. ..... Al-Mutawalli 

said, that such an animal is haram to eat. 

While Al-Nawawi argues that the closer and 

in line with the opinion of Imam As-Shafi'i is halal". 

 

5. The opinion of Muhyiddin Yahya ibn Syaraf al-Nawawi, in Raudlah 



al-Thalibin wa 'Umdah al-Muftin, Bairut, Al-Maktab al-Islami, Th. 

1991 / 1412 H, Volume 3, Page 271 on its prohibition 

Animals have fangs because their fangs are strong for prey. 

 

"It is forbidden to eat any wild animal that has fangs, and 

poultry that cling. What is the meaning of wild beasts 

is an animal that preys on other animals, and conquers them 

with its fangs. Therefore, it is unlawful; Dogs, Lions, 

Wolves, tigers, bears, leopards, monkeys, elephants and tigers 

Beetle. 

 

6. The opinion of Ibn Quddamah in the book al-Mughni volume 9 page 412 about the 
law of squirrels: 

 

"al-Qadhi is of the opinion that the squirrel is haram because he 

Hunting with its fangs, the squirrel is similar to a mouse. 

It is possible that the squirrel is also mubah, because it resembles a jerboa 

(rodents in the desert). When there are animals that are still in doubt 

between abilities and haram, the law is mubah, because 

The original law is mubah". 
 

7. The opinion of Ibn Mundzir al Naisaburi al Shafi'I in the book al Awsath fi al Sunan wa 
al Ijma' wa al Ikhtilaf volume 2 page 316 about squirrels: 

 

"Some Shafi'iyah are of the opinion that squirrels are not included in the 

wild animals, because he is a plant eater and does not belong to 

Game animals, just like rabbits, are allowed to eat their meat 



and can be used for the skin. It has been narrated from Ibn al 

Mubarak, he replied when asked about the law of the squirrels: 

"have told me that the squirrel is an animal 

hunters". Abu Bakr commented: "This expression is not valid, 

because the person who told Ibn al-Mubarak did not 

known, and because those people hunt all animals (halal 

or haram). In my opinion: the squirrel is edible if 

slaughtered correctly, because squirrels are animals that 

It is permissible until there is evidence that prohibits it. Wallahu 

a'lam." 
 
 

8. Opinion of al Bujairamy in Hasyiah al Bujairami volume 4 page 305: 
 

"(A type of squirrel squirrel is halal. Sinjab is an animal of the size 

Jerboa (rodents in the Arabian desert) whose skin is the material 

clothes of wool". 
 
 

9. The opinion of Ishak bin Manshur bin Bahram (Abu Ya'kub al Marwazy) in the book 
Masil al Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal wa Ishaq bin Rahiwaih: 

 

"In the hambali Madzhab there are two opinions about the bastard; 

first haram, as stated in the book al-Ri'ayah al 

Kubra, Tashih al Muharrar, and the opinion of Abu Ya'la. Second, no 

haram (the opinion of Ibn Qudamah)". 
 

10. Presentation by Achmad Farajallah (Molecular Zoology) from the Division of 
Biological Functions and Animal Behavior, Department of Biology of FMIPA IPB Bogor 



in the Plenary Session of the MUI Fatwa Commission on October 16, 2019 related to 
the differences between squirrels, squirrels, and rats. 
 

11. Opinions, suggestions, and inputs that developed in the Plenary Session of the MUI 
Fatwa Commission on November 6, 2019. 

By trusting in Allah SWT. 

 

STIPULATES: FATWA ON THE LAW OF CONSUMING SQUIRREL MEAT AND 

SQUIRREL 

First: General Provisions 

In this fatwa, what is meant by: 

1. Squirrels are the common name for a group of rodents from 

Sciuridae. In foreign languages, squirrels are equivalent to the word 

Squirrel (English) and الظنجاب Arabic), while squirrels are equivalent 

with the Arabic words Treeshrew and  .(شباە
ُ
 In science الشجس ا�

Biologically, squirrels are not the same as squirrels. 

2. The following are the differences between squirrels and squirrels: 

a. In terms of scientific classification, squirrels belong to the order Rodentia and 

of the family Sciuridae. While squirrels from the order Scandentia and 

of the families Tupaiidae and Ptilocercidae. 

b. Bastards are mostly arboreal i.e. they live on top of 

trees and are not on the ground, whereas squirrels are mostly 

terrestrial that is, its life is above ground. 

c. Squirrels have a blunt mouth, while snout squirrels 

His mouth is more pointed. 

d. Squirrels are mainly herbivorous (eat seeds, nuts, 



fruits, mushrooms, and other plant materials), while squirrels 

The main property is insecticide or insect-eater. 

e. Squirrels have rodent teeth (cutters) and no teeth 

fangs, whereas squirrels have canines. 

 

Second: Legal Provisions 

1. Bastards as referred to in general provisions are 

animals that are lawful for consumption (ma'kul al-lahmi), and the law 

halal after slaughter is carried out according to sharia. 

2. Squirrels in areas designated as endangered animals, mandatory 

protected. 

3. Squirrels as referred to in general provisions are 

Animals whose meat is forbidden to be consumed because they have canines. 

Third: Closing Provisions 

1. This fatwa comes into force on the date specified, provided that if 

In the future, it turns out that repairs are needed, will be repaired and 

perfected as it should be. 

2. So that every Muslim and those in need can 

to know this, appealing to all parties to disseminate 

fatwa. 

 
 

 



Summary 

• Fatwa: Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI) – Ruling on Eating Squirrel and Squirrel 
Meat  

• Product:  
o Squirrels (Sciuridae)  
o Tree shrews / “squirrels” (Scandentia – tupai)  

• Permissibility:  
o Squirrels (rodents): Halal (if slaughtered properly)  
o Tree shrews (tupai): Haram (due to possessing fangs)  

 

Proof: 

• Qur’an: ي الطعام الإباحة
  (5:4, 2:172, 6:145) (everything good is halal) الأصل �ف

• Hadith: Prohibition of predatory animals with fangs  
• Fiqh principles:  

o ي الأش�اء الإباحة
  (default permissibility) الأصل �ف

o Halal = tayyib (good), haram = khabith (impure/harmful)  
 

Opinions (Ikhtilaf): 

1. On squirrels (rodents) 

• Ibn Qudamah:  
o Two views:  

 Haram (analogy to predatory animals)  
 Mubah (stronger view) because الأصل is permissibility  

• Ibn al-Mundhir:  
o Halal – not considered predatory; similar to rabbits  

• Al-Bujairami:  
o Explicitly halal  

• Al-Suyuti:  
o In doubtful animals:  

 Some say haram  
 Stronger opinion: halal  

• Al-Juwayni:  
o Uses tayyib vs khabith as determining principle  

 



2. On classification as predatory animals 

• Al-Nawawi:  
o Animals with fangs used for hunting = haram  

• Abu Yusuf (via Ibn Abd al-Barr):  
o Considered squirrels among wild/predatory animals → tends toward haram  

 

3. On tree shrews (tupai) 

• Classified as animals with fangs → fall under hadith prohibition  
• Therefore: haram by majority principle on predatory animals 
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